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WORCESTER: 
PRINTED  BY  HENRY  J.  HOWLAND, 
171  Main  Street. 


PUBLIC  MEETING. 

D.^T&^  :2^'7        ^"  Hon.  Job. 

which  .(tar.  fcB^Z^  ^."t^       '■""""'"S  I^l-Uons. 
TT'  *~  Hon.  Rejoice  NewtoB  mdHo..  W  li^ 

thanks  for  their  Wx>rioii..&Mi.i^  '*  *^em  its 

ing  to  secure  tbe  «Zt  mSS/'r^.  !  P">tn»cted  services  in attempt- 
''WJwM  &r«™Sf  '^^'^  appointment,  it  omL 

Rai?S  "''^  corresp^^  with  the  mj^^ 

Resolved,  That  the  Westera  BaU  Romd  i.  .  ^ 

to  our  whole  co»momtyrZnM«S^r^  T 
P»«*^  under  the  «rth(»^  Ttfcl7!lf V**'"'*^  ^"'^ 
growing  W.BI.  thamS-^    !  ^ad  regard  to  the 

SZoTZ:  ^•^^'^•P^'^^  and  theaccommod«k»of  the 

Whole  Commonwealth,  and  not  exclusively,  nor  prindnaUrtotfl^LI!^ 
niary  profits  of  individual  stockholder. ;  iiZh^^STStl 
furnished  in  monev  and  1  the  Goverament  h«» 

mfHSl? '""^  =««ion  of  the  Mte.  beui..  ioi 

j-v—  rf  <h.  pubuc  b«rth».  ta,.   ^,  jtis-^*; 
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the  opinon  of  this  meeting,  a  large  majority  of  them  do  ask  earneBtly  of 
Um  Dureetora,  charged  with  the  managenMil  of  thit  expm&ft  a 
|art  attentioo  to  tbmr  loefttkwy  tbdr  bonness  ^  eoovenmiee,  irithont  a 
loo  ecrupuloos  caleolation  of  expense,  even  if  the  desired  improrements 
$kauld  be  attendedj  contrary  to  reasonable  probability^  with  some  slight 
diminution  of  dividends  which  already  exceed  six  per  cent. ;  and  some 
slight  depression  of  stock,  already  more  than  ten  per  cent,  above  its  par 
▼alue ;— an  increase  of  pr«^ts  for  whidi  the  stockkoldm  wo  nitogetliw 
inddited  to  Govenunwt  patronage. 

R^9ohed,  That  the  Conntj  of  WOTeester,  in  view  of  its  wide  spread 
territory,  its  great  and  expanding  business,  its  rapidly  increasing  popu* 
lation,  the  constant  necessity  its  people  have  for  intercourse  among  them^ 
selves,  and  with  residents  in  other  Counties,  and  other  States,  at  the  Shice- 
town  of  the  Countj,  and  of  inonmeraUe  otiier  eonnderati<ms9  have 
stVQi^  daim8»  whidi  should  not  be  longer  n^Ieeted,  for  the  aoocmniodi^ 
lion  prayed  for  in  their  petition,  so  unexpectedly  rejected  by  the  Direc- 
tors of  the  Western  Rail  Road ;  and  they  will  never  cease  to  urge  their 
request,  on  all  proper  occasions,  until  success  shall  reward  their  efforts. 

Resolved^  That  the  report  of  the  Committee,  together  with  the  pttpem 
wlueh  aeoompanj  it,  cnr  such  of  them  and  sodb  others  as  t^j  may  edoo^ 
be  pabltsbed  in  pamphlet  fim,  and  distribnted  un^  thdr  diraedon  ftc 
puUie  inftMrmation. 

JOHN  DAVIS,  Chairman. 

JAMES  ESTABROOE,  Clerk. 


RE  P  0  E  T. 


The  Committee  who  were"  selected  at  a  public  meeting  of  the  Citizeiw 
of  Worcester,  to  confer  with  the  Directors  of  the  Westetn  jSail  Boad. 
relative  to  uniting  the  Passenger  Depot  or  Station  of  that  CompaniN 
in  this  town,  with  that  of  the  Boston  and  Worcester  RaU  Boad,  have 
thought  It  due  to  their  Constituents,  that  they  should  make  a  report  of 
what  they  had  done  in  the  performance  of  the  duty  assigned  them 

They  therefore  beg  leave  to  submit  a  plain  and  simple  statement  of 
wbat  Jias  taken  place  m  their  endeavors  to  carry  out  the  wisbes  of  Umxc 
whom  they  had  the  honor  to  represent. 

Before  proceeding  to  do  this,  however,  it  may  not  be  inappropriate  to 
wtau  very  briefly,  the  circumstances  which  led  to  the  appointmenl  of  this 

?  ^  JV^®?!?^  *****  ^  year  1835,  the  Boston  and  Wor- 
eester  liail  Boad  Company,  purchased  the  land  upon  which  their  passen- 
ger  Depot  is  situated.  In  making  thie  poivhase  they  were  aided  by  the 
contribuUons  of  several  mdiTidnali  in  the  town,  which  were  then  regard- 
ed  as  liberal,  and  OTmced  a  degree  of  pai»lie  spirit  which  was  fully  appre- 
mted  by  that  Corporation.  In  the  Tear  1888,  the  phm  of  eonstnicUng  a 
Kail  Road  from  the  termination  of  that  of  the  Boston  and  Woroerter 
Company,  westward,  had  been  so  far  matured  that  an  act  of  iocorpoia. 
tion  for  the  purpose  was  obtained.  The  nominal  capital  of  the  company 
was  fixed  at  a  sum  not  exceeding  $2,000,000,  and  efiofte  wen  soon  aftw 
made  to  obtain  subscriptions  for  the  stock. 

^".i®  «.'«g«  of  t'le  history  of  Rail  Roads,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  such  a  vast  enterprise,  should  have  s^med 
to  be  almost  insurmountable.  At  length,  however,  in  the  year  1836.  the 
aid  of  the  Commonwealth  was  solicited,  and  the  legislature  having  passed 

Snno  «nST'"l  *°  J""""^'"  ^"P"^^  ^tock  of  the  ComFaVno 

»d,000,UOO,  the  btate  became  a  subscriber  for  one  third  (tart  of  the  Capi. 

Whai  the  Company  were  about  to  locate  the  eastern  terminus  of  their 
road,  so  as  to  form  a  junction  with  the  Boston  and  Worcester  road  it  was 
thought  desirable  to  establish  it  where  it  now  is,  instead  of  unitin-  it  at 
the  termmns  of  the  latter  Road.  To  accomplish  this  an  application  was 
nMdteto  the  OMinty  Commissioners  of  this  county,  and  a  record  of  their 

a  Part  of  this  report.  Tliis  took  place 
J"  .  Af  .  °^  granting  tliat  request  the  company  were  enabled  to 
iootte  their  pMwqger  depot  where  it  now  is. 

1* 


From  information  received  bj  the  committee,  they  are  led  to  beliere 
tlftt  had  the  CMDmissionen  aaj^KMed  the  amngement  in  referenee  to 
that  depot  was  to  be  any  thing  more  than  temporary,  they  woold  not  have 
granted  the  application  of  that  company,  and  that,  in  that  evOnt^  thttr 
depot  could  not  have  been  lawfully  established  where  it  was. 

The  public  felt,  from  the  first,  that  a  separate  depot  for  the  Western 
Road,  from  that  of  the  Boston  and  Worcester  road,  was  attended  with  in- 
convenience, but  they  knew  how  much  that  corporation  was  embarrassed 
in  its  operations,  and  having  been  led  to  believe  that  the  arrangenMnt  was 
only  for  a  season,  they  silently  acquiesced  in  the  measure. 

Besides,  for  a  considerable  time  after  the  road  went  into  operation,  its 
trains,  by  running  over  the  Worcester  road  from  the  terminus  of  West- 
ern road  to  the  Worcester  depot,  regularly,  arrived  at  and  departed  from 
that  depot.  So  that  passengers  were  thereby  accommodatedi  though  at 
the  expense  of  some  little  delay. 

In  the  progress  of  events,  even  this  accommodation  was  in  a  great 
measure  withheld,  whereby  passengers  coming  from  the  west,  who  had 
occasion  to  stop  at  Worcester,  were  left  at  the  depot  of  the  Western  road, 
nearly  half  a  mile  from  Main  Street,  and  were  obliged  to  procure  some 
private  means  of  conveyance,  to  the  points  which  they  wished  to  reach. 

Soon  after  the  work  upon  the  Western  road  had  been  commenced,  if 
it  had  not  been  obvioos  from  the  bqpnning,  it  was  known  that  the  nomi** 
nal  capital  of  the  Company,  if  it  were  aU  paid  in,  would  be  altogether 
inadequate  to  accomplish  the  undertaking.  The  public  wm  accordingly 
appealed  to  through  the  press,  through  popular  meetings  and  the  l^u»» 
ture.  It  was  placed  upon  the  groimd  of  a  great  State  enterprise  in 
which  all  its  citizens  were  interested,  while  the  idea  of  its  beecmiing  to 
the  then  holders  of  its  Stock,  a  sonvce  of  profltt  was  entertained,  it  is  be* 
lievec],  by  no  one. 

The  public  were,  in  effect,  given  to  understand  that  unless  the  State 
put  forth  her  hand  in  aid  of  the  work  it  must  stop.  The  appeal  was  sue* 
cessful,  and  by  three  successive  loans  of  her  credit  to  the  company,  in 
1838—1839  and  184!,  she  aided  it  to  the  extent  of  $4,000,000,  besides 
the  Si 01)0,000,  which  she  had  already  gubscribed  towards  ttM  capital 
stock  of  the  Company. 

A  loan  besides  these,  was  negotiated  by  the  Company,  for  81,000,000', 
with  the  City  of  Albany,  so  that  the  work  was  at  length  completed  at  a 
cost  of  about  ?8,000,000,  only  ?2,000,000  of  which  had  been  contributed 
by  private  stockhoKlers,  exclusive  of  the  State. 

It  was  in  this  condition  of  things  that  it  was  recently  stated  and  under- 
stood, that  measures  were  ]»ro|)osed  to  be  taken  by  which  there  was  to  be 
a  common  Depot  constructed  for  the  several  Rail  Roads  that  centre  in 
Worcester,  ami  that,  in  order  to  carry  out  the  plan,  it  was  necessary  to 
make  several  important  changes  in  some  of  the  streets,  which  would 
require  the  action  and  assent  of  the  town.  A  meeting  was  thereupon 
called^  and  by  an  almost  nnanimous  vote  of  the  citizens  of  the  town^ 
whatever  was  deemed  aecesaarj  on  thdr  part  to  accMiplish  the  work, 
was  at  once  granted. 

Ttus  meeting  was  held  in  Deeenbv  lasts  bat  after  the  lapse  of  ^few 
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months,  it  was  understood  that  ao  ftr  « 

Petition.   Oo  Ik,  Mth  of  JUroh  «  T        «••!)«*  Mbtwed  io  tin 

fonnsapartof  thisRepoir^  ^     J'l^  •  oopj  of  whidi 

It  was  understood  that  tha  n;..^.**^ 

before  the  LegisIaturS^Aen  in  T/ oh^"  •  P™^^'^""""^ 

he  capital  stock  of  the  CorwratS^      v  Act  to  ioereue 

m  Boston  for  that  puVpoT'^Jr^niM  V"^  ^''^'"^ 
an  earlj  day.  But^  tlSSZi  Sl^'lr  Committee^ 
answer  was  returned,^SrttEriJl2£L^  ^/^^''''^  President,  no 
is  annexed  to  this  RepSte  felf  '^^'^^^ 
journment,  and  the  Act  for  m.~«f*^^  ®  "P""  eve  of  ad- 
Road  had  become  a  Thr::'"j;^/-^^^P''«i  ^^-^  of  the  We.stern 

President,  fixing  the  time  for  «  ^P"''  «         ^^'om  the 

which  also  forms"  a  part  orthU^;:;;,"^       Committee,  was  receive<C 

we^^^JlVt^tttd'  'xhe';  A'?^'  ^-'-'^ 

^  appointed  for  the  me'.  'r^iTof  th  ""fJt*  '"^^ 
dent,  assembled.  The  Superin  endent  Lrf  P^^^'  «nclud.ng  the  Presi- 
•bo  present.  One  of  the  Lvectms  immeLf  ^''i"  r^'  ^  Uh,  Road  was 
«jn  a^n  by  the  Committee  on  y  L Th^^t  f  ^ j:^i''«.K'~™' 

•MO  left  at  the  same  time,  bat  r^»hirn«,i  k^c  ^Yi.      Another  of  them 
terms,  whether  the  location  of  their  Passenirer  iL?.  ■ 


8 


«poii  the  minds  of  the  IXrectors.  These  were  liatenecl  to  bjr  them  with 
great  ooartesy  and  niyerent  attention. 

They  urged,  among  other  things,  that  the  Western  Road  was  in  reality 
a  great  public  work,  built  by  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  State,  in  aeeom* 
pliahing  which,  two  only  out  of  seven  millions  had  been  advanced  by 
private  stockholders^  and  this  was  without  an  expectation,  on  their  part, 
of  any  immediate  return.  That  the  Directors  were  the  Trustees  of  a 
great  puWic  enterprize,  and  were  therefore  bound  reasonably  to  regard 
the  wants  of  the  public  in  respect  to  it.  That  here  was  a  case  where  a 
large  portion  of  the  public  were  seriously  annoyed  by  the  present  ar- 
rangement as  to  their  depot,  and  the  want  of  that  connexion  which  ought 
to  exist  between  the  trains  upon  this  road  and  those  upon  the  other  roads, 
at  this  central  point,  and  that  all  this  might  be  easily  obviated  by  an 
expenditure  of  a  reasonable  sum  of  money. 

In  order  that  the  Directors  might  judge  somewhat  of  the  extent  of  the 
eommunity  who  were  subjected  to  embarrassment  by  the  present  arrange- 
ment  of  the  Depot  of  Uie  Western  Boady  the  Committee  exhibited  to 
them  statistics  which  had  been  derived  from  anthentie  sources,  tending  to 
show  the  amount  t£  hosiness  which  was  done  by  the  Western  Boad  in 
connexion  with  their  Depot  at  Worcester.  They  gave  a  list  of  the  towns 
lying  west  of  Woreester^  within  the  County,  whom  bnmiess  rendered  it 
peculiarly  dennMe  to  have  aoeess  to  it  as  the  sUre  town»  by  means  of 
this  road,  the  population  of  which  towns,  by  the  last  census,  exceeded 
16,000.  Tliis  list  they  append  to  this  Beport,  and  it  will  be  found  to 
indude  no  part  of  the  twelve  or  more  thousand  inliaUtants  of  WorcesteTi 
who  wmild  be  more  or  less  directly  affected  by  the  proposed  change. 

They  stated  the  amount  of  freight  money  collected  at  this  point  for 
merchandize,  &c.,  transported  upon  the  Western  Road  during  one  year, 
ending  March  1,  1847,  to  be  S67.43G,82.  Nine-tenths  of  this  merchan- 
dize, it  is  believed,  was  on  account  of  citizens  of  this  town.  This  state- 
ment was  made,  not  in  reference  to  any  removal  of  the  Freight  Depot, 
but  as  having  a  tendency  to  show  how  extensive  the  interests  and  relations 
of  a  community  must  be,  whose  business  led  to  such  an  amount  of 
expenditure  in  freights,  and  that  the  number  of  those  who  were  to  be 
atFfCted  by  the  facilities  which  the  Western  Road  saw  fit  to  grant  or 
withhold,  far  exceeded  what  might,  at  first  view,  be  thought  to  be  a  true 
estimate. 

It  ako  served  to  sliow  how  for  the  amount  thus  paid  into  the  treasury 
of  that  road,  warranted  an  expectation,  in  return,  of  a  reasonable  expen* 
diture  for  the  accommodation  of  thoee  by  whom  it  was  paid. 

It  ought  to  be  added,  that  this  amount  was  exdustTe  of  at  least  $1,800 
paid  here  yearly  to  Thompson's  Express,  for  the  transportatimi  of  pack- 
ages, Ac.,  on  the  Western  Road ;  so  that  the  aggregate  amount  of  freight 
bilb  paid  at  this  pmn^  was  but  a  fraction  less  Uum  $70/100^  in  a  single 
year. 

The  amount  of  fares  paid  by  passengers  CMting  to  and  stopping  at 
Worcester,  by  the  Western  Eoad,  during  the  year  1846,  was  $25,480,71, 
and  by  tliose  going  from  tlie  same  point,  westward,  during  that  year,  was 
$20,911,47— making  an  aggregate  of  money  paid  by  paasengei;»>  to  and 
from  this  point,  $S2jSd2)18«  iu  a  single  year. 
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The  Directow  were  renrimded  that  all  those  passengers  who  had  occa- 
aion  to  Stop  at  Worcester  for  the  transaction  of  business  there  or  to  take 
by  the  other  Bann>ads  now  in  operation  or  in  pro 'r'es.  of  con. 
JPWJ^J  were,  and  would  he,  by  the  present  arrangement  of  he  VZ 

*^^P^"^^'  --^'^--^  annoyance  • 

2Sfo?^J!^  f  '^'.'"""^  dissatisfaction,  that,  to  the  certainLow  ! 

edge  of  some  of  the  Committoe,  many  gentlemen,  from  towns  in  the  Coun- 

?oo^  .  T'"*  ^  ^  •^•'^  tbemsdve.  of  this  road,  as  a  means  of 

curZ  I'nHr^''"*'"^  "V^*'  ^  '^^'"^^  «d 'expense  of  ,  r^ 

S^ey  wouirh.^^^^^^^^^^  «obmit  to  the  inconveniences  to  which 

they  would  be  subjected  under  the  pment  arrangement  of  the  Depots. 

to  S!  R      T  '^''^  '^'"""^^^  that  it  was  notVsdble  for  pa.^n 

Nashua  anrp  ''^^^^^^  ^'^"^  ^'^^  D«pot  of'Z  Boston,^ Norwich 

Nashua  and  Providence  Roads,  to  the  Westewi  Depot,  without  incurrine 

^a^e  Td  Xn"r        """^  'f'^"^  ^  '""^  ^  lossTTag? 

b^the  Selav  of  ^"'"T^^-  from  rep.larly  pursuing  their  journe?, 

Dy  he  delay  of  a  few  mmutes  m  passing  from  one  Dep^  to  thTotbcr  • 

as  he  lines  of  Rail  Roads  connected  with  the  roads  now  in  use  wera 

«  K'r  "f''         ^'"^  ''^y  '^'^^  n^uhiplyin^r,  they  rTfJ^red  to  ^e 
Stony  Brook    road,  .o  call.d,  wlnVh  is  to  connect  the  city  of  Lowett 
Wd  the  Roads  that  centre  there  wiih  the  Nashua  Road  at  Grot«n,aS 

JU»WC^^  with  the  various  roads  at  Worcester. 

I)eDoi«r"J;"S  further  urged  that,  if  any  change  in  respect  to  the 

"^""^^      '"^'^  «f        public,  l.e  present 

Itemed  to  be  the  most  favorable,  if  not  the  only  time  at  which  to  have 

2.S*;S^*^ Jr**^'*  and  Worcester  Company  .'ere  ahout  to  con 
Struct  a  Depot  m  reference  to  their  own  accommodation,  and  that  of  the 

vililnT    f^'^f  "»8         ««»  '^ere  willing;  and  desirous  of  makin^  pro- 

«irf«^ory  accommodation  of  the  Western  liol 
upon  as  favorable  terms  as  the  same  could  be  done.  ^ 
And  m  respect  to  the  ability  of  the  Western  Road  to  meet  any  expen- 
diture that  might  be  occasioned  by  the  proposed  change,  and  the^easoS- 
TtuTLo^^  CommiUeeremtaded  the  Diree  o« 

Zfwl  \  A  :  *  ^  '^"^"'■^  probable  business  of  the  entire  road,  was 
estimated  at  an  amount  not  exceeding  $400,000  annually,  of  which 
passengers  were  to  constifute  $300,000.  and  freight  »100,000,  and  that 
even  that  estimate  was  considered  large,  if  not  exagg-ratk  fh2 
rr''T''^!;'T'^^  that  amount  of  bn^iness  alone,  the  Slate  as. 
sumed  the  risk  and  charge  of  $5,000,00().-Tlmi,  as  alre^y  statnt  Ite 
actual  amount  of  business  of  the  Road,  at  «hi.  point,  was,  il  pts^ge^ 
more  than  one  sixth  of  what  had  been  or  iginally  estimated  for  the  en.iro 

l^J^l-'^'/TJ^   \  "^''^^  thirds  of  the 

th^""?"^^  ^^"'^  ^>»«  aggregate  of 

^'^^  seventh  of  the  entire  business 
Jf^  Whole  road  m  1845,  as  sutcd  by  the  Directors  in  their  repori  of 
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With  an  annual  income  from  tke  Road  of  a  million  of  dollava,  and  fta 
•tock  selling  in  market  above  par,  the  Committee  thought  that,  applying 
the  principle  upon  which  the  State  had  originally  acted  in  reference  to 
the  accommodation  of  all  its  citizens,  a  portion  of  them  who  furnished, 
or  were  directlj  interested  in  such  a  large  proportion  of  tho  whole  busi- 
ness of  the  road,  had  a  right  to  expect  something  like  a  corresponding 
regard  to  be  paid  to  their  wants  and  interests,  by  a  Board  who  stand  in 
the  relation  of  trustees  for  the  public,  of  a  property,  five  sevenths  of  whose 
cost  had  been  paid  or  furnished  by  the  Commonwealth. 

The  Directors  were  also  reminded  of  the  circumstances  under  which 
their  Depot  was  originally  located  where  it  now  is,  and  the  record  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  County  Commissioners  already  referred  to,  was 
read  beftm  them.  They  were  reminded  that  the  arrangement  was  orig- 
waSij  nsderstood  to  be  a  temporary  one,  which  should  be  corrected  aa 
mnm  as  thefnads  and  general  prosperity  of  the  Road  would  justify  the 
cqpaMS;  that  the  people  had  quietly  submiUed  to  the  inconvenience, 
nder  tbe  befief  that  it  would  ere  long  be  removed,  and  that  now  that 
the  means  of  the  Soed  were  ample,  and  its  dividrads  promised  to  be 
large,  the  pablie  did  thfaik  the  time  bad  come  tor  their  being  relieved 
fiom  these  embarrassments,  wUch  eonld  eolj  be  done  by  bringing  the 
Passengttr  Depots  of  the  various  roads  to  a  common  point. 
^  These,  and  various  other  facts  and  views,  were  urged  upon  the  atten* 
tion  of  the  Directors,  and  were  listened  to  with  apparent  intei^  and 
attention.  None  of  these  positions  were  then  controverted,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  one  or  more  of  the  Directors  remarked,  that  the  consideraticms 
thus  presented  were  important,  and  some  of  them  new.  A  somewhat 
free  conversation  was  then  had,  on  the  part  of  the  Directors,  with  each 
other,  and  with  the  Committee.  They  staled  that  it  was  their  desire  to 
accommodate  the  people  in  this  jiart  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  fares 
they  could  do  so  consistently  with  their  duty  to  the  Road,  and  to  show 
how  they  had  considered  this  matter,  one  of  them  read  to  the  Committee 
a  Report,  which  had  been  made  to  and  accepted  by  the  present  Board, 
upon  the  subject  of  the  Passenger  Depot  in  Worcester-  The  Committee' 
have  not  a  copy  of  that  Report,  but  they  understood  it  expressly  to  admit 
that  the  Depot  was  not  located  in  the  proper  place,  if  regaFd  was  had  to 
the  accommodation  of  the  public,  that  the  Depots  of  the  Boston  and 
Worcester  and  Western  Road«>,  ought  to  be  united  here  if  it  could  be 
dime  al  a  reasmable  expense,  and  that  the  great,  if  not  the  only  material 
o^eeiion,  to  the  proiK>«ed  change,  was  the  expense  with  which  it  would 
be  attended,  which  the  Beport  was  understood  to  estimate  at  about 
$100,000. 

If  any  other  serious  or  important  objectioiis  to  the  removal  d  their 
Depot,  were  embraced  in  that  Report,  tbej  escaped  the  attention,  or 
have  escaped  the  recollection  of  the  Committee* 

To  this  sugfestion  of  expense,  the  Committee  stated  that  thej  wen 
authorised  to  say,  that  the  Boston  and  Worcester  Bead  had  nearly  ma* 
tared  a  plan  for  a  Depot  for  the  accommodation  of  their  own,  with  the 
other  roads,  including  the  Western,  and  that  "there  was  probabilitj 
enoi^  of  a  very  iiv^  ledttctioa  of  cost  of  peviding  it,  1^  thelbmer 
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«timate,  to  justify  a  careful  enquiry  on  the  part  of  the  Weafaim  P«;i 
Eoad  Directors,  if  their  decisionlho^ld  hang  u?Si  tt^ul^j^ 
And  the  Committee  further  ventured  to  suffiest  thaL  aran  if  thl  «^ 

could  better  be  borne  by  so  wealthy  and  able  a  CorporiZ^  i^XTm 

SL?  fr^'l  '^"^^  "^^"^        "^^""^'^  by  which  it  was  ^S^^Lj 
done,  than  by  imposmg  upon  individuals  who  might  hkvToS^ 
^J^ot  their  road,  the  payment  of  an  onerous  Ld  vewtio^  2 
the  form  of  extra  charges  and  unavoidable  embarrassmen"  And 
wSS1^i?L^^'r  '^^'"''^'^^^  ^'^^  increased  amou^^f^^^^^^ 
Wf  H  ao«  Ko  ine  tnu  extent,  of  reimbursm«'  to  the  Cnrru^^r,^  * 
"'rSL'S*^' "^"^^r'''^''  '"^^y  -ig''^  there!;;  in^uT^ 
w^nS^S'S.'^  ^''''"^'^  the  Committee 

MOjOn  the  pMt  of  udiTidmb  of  the  Board,  that  the  matter  wasTnl 
which  deserved  grave  considenrtion ;  that  the  Directors  of  fLw  ? 
and  Worcester  Road  should  be  confenS\rith  in  S    .  ® 
rangement  could  be  efftci^witT^^^R^^' l^^^^  ^'^^^ 
^onably  be  done  in  the  J^isTbX  Ett^^rf  .h  '""'i""'*- 
ahould  be  done,  and  the  sS  of  tliSTw^^.  h  ^'''""^ 
the  Directors,  to  ascertain  more  fullv  what  mnM  ...^^^^i 

Board,  in  the  presence  of  the  othen,  and  no  obje^ao^IrenUv  1  5 
.  10  either  of  these  propositions,  by  a7j  of  their  ni^.^"*"''^ 
It  was  further  stated  by  the  Encrineer  of  tha  RaJh  n 
understood  him.  that  he  hLself  was  ^hrfirit  to  su^t  Tn^^D^ 
«  a  proper  measure  for  the  Western  Road  to  uS^^Ji^i^'l 
was  also  understood  to  state,  that  the  measure  had  WhTtlii^*? 

IlieO^kfS^^'  Th'^'  ^hole,  was  of  a  most  satisfactory  ch««sler  to 
Sf^f^^*    ^^^y  received  from  the  Directors,  in  all  thin^^-? 

the  Committee,  or  ryTher^i^^?^^,  '"'l        !'"^  '^'th 

had  the  Directors,  asihe  cSS^^ifi^^^^ 

nication  with  the  DirectoJs^^  ftiS^d  W 

on  the  subject  of  their  Report  ^  Worcester  RaU  Boad, 

say  that,  as  they  understand  it,  theXe^^^&«^,"' ^•''f^ 
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ent  grounds  from  those  taken  in  their  former  Report,  or  in  their  inter- 
view with  the  Committee.  Consequently,  much  of  that  Report  is  now, 
for  the  first  time,  presented  for  the  consideration  of  the  Committee,  nor 
have  they  before  had  an  opportunity  to  examine  or  comment  upon  the 
fact3  and  arguments  that  it  contains. 

It  may,  therefore,  be  proper  for  the  Committee  to  eay  a  word  or  two 
upon  the  positions  assumed  in  that  Report. 

As  to  the  f)robable  cost  spoken  of,  they  can  only  say  that,  if  the  state* 
ment  of  the  Agent  of  Ibe  Boston  and  Woreester  Boad  is  to  be  relied  on, 
there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  estimate  of  the  Directors  woold 
be  iband  considerably  to  exceed  the  actoal  expense  of  earrying  into  eibct 
mttik  an  arrangemoit  as  woald  be  satisfactory  to  the  public 

Upon  the  matter  c{  the  second  and  third  objections,  the  pnblie  hare 
been  aware  that  dilferaioes,  at  one  time,  existed  between  ^  Western 
and  Boston  and  Worcester  Bonds,  rdative  to  the  division  <^  fares  paid  by 
persons  travelling  over  both  Roads.  But  the  Committee  are  unable  to 
appreciate  the  force  of  an  objection  to  a  great  and  admitted  public  bue» 
fit,  growing  out  of  a  division  of  fares  so  minute  as  that  which  is  contem- 
plated in  the  Directors'  Report  How  far  the  Boston  and  Worcester 
Boad  would  be  willing  to  yield,  or  satisfactorily  compromise,  so  triHing  a 
matter,  does  not  seem  to  have  been  thought  worthy  of  the  Directors' 
enquiry,  though  if  the  fact  stated  in  their  Report  be  true,  that  the  Boston 
and  Worcester  Company  are  actually  straightening  an  existing  curve  in 
their  own  road,  and  thereby  shortening  its  length,  it  would  seem  that 
they  would  not  be  unwilling  to  waive  the  advantage  of  a  little  larger 
share  of  the  ^' joint  fare,"  if  by  so  doing  they  could  the  better  secure  the 
convenience  of  the  public 

However  this  might  be,  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  the  publie  will 
long  be  content  to  submit^  to  be  taxed  and  annoyed  while  using  tiiese 
Beads,  in  order  to  save  to  the  one  or  the  other,  such  a  paltry  advantage, 
in  the  division  of  their  joint  fares,"  as  seems  to  be  contan^brted  wiUiso 
much  interest  by  the  Directors  in  their  Report 

la  regard  to  the  fourth  and  fifth  grounds  upon  whidi  the  Dfareetota 
base  their  Beport,  a  Mef  explanation  wiU  sImht  how  fiur  they  are  well 
aurtttned. 

It  is  Itnown  to  most  who  are  interested  in  this  question,  that  the  track 

of  the  Western  Rail  Road,  after  leaving  that  of  the  Worcester  Boad, 
crosses  the  Nwwich  Boad,  so  that  the  trains  upon  the  Western  and  Nor- 
wich Bonds  pass  over  the  same  points  of  intersection.  The  distance 
passed  over  by  the  Norwich  trains,  between  these  points  of  intersection, 
is  about  6972  feet,  while  that  over  wluch  the  Western  trains  pass,  ia 
about  5380  feet. 

If  therefore  the  trains  upon  the  Western  Road  were  to  pass  by  the 
Depot  of  the  Worcester  and  Norwich  Roads  instead  of  where  they  now 
do,  they  would  have  to  run  the  distance  of  1^)92  feet  further  than  they  now 
do.  And  by  running  over  this  additional  distance  of  about  96  rods,  every 
thing  which  the  public  desire  in  respect  to  the  Depot  might  be  accom- 
plished. 

Upon  the  question  how  for  this  might  be  done  safely  and  without 
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through  Norwich,  have  pJSnSw^tE^^^^^^       ^"'^  ^""'^ 
twice  and  Bometiiea  fouVtim^d!!^^^''  Jf"' 
or  delay  as  to  ooetmaZm^SZtin^J^^^  "f^  ^  ^'"^^^^ 
Commiuee.  «      quarter,  to  the  knowledge  of  the 

•  t  P'*''®'  ^  distance  betmeii  the  «<•  xr 

wich  Road  and  the  junction  of  the  We^eTn^W^SSt^lu'l 
a  tnfle  over  a  mile,  if  (he  whole  of  this  wereSLTJTSfliSS^rLn  k  ' 
he  cars  of  the  Western  Road,  it  could  oni;^*^  a  ^fe^S^f  L 
has  than  seven  minutes  at  the  low  rate  of  speed  of^l^^^^,^^ 
Bat  when  it  is  recollected  that  the  additionardtten^rifSn^JT: 
P^jposed  change  is  (in  fact  less  than  one  third  a  miCu  i,'Sll«St*^! 
-ndjntand  upon  what  premises  the  Director  assum^  th2  ^TSSll! 
wyjM  upon  an  average  delay  their  trains  near/y/ySTmS. 
wlSTtWr  1.22;^  ''I  T''  l.av'^fverlookeJt;  deley  to 

SJSfaSKlTorfirto^^  ^^^"'"S  the  Norwich 'and 

trainTuJS  S^IlSX^ih LhTl?  '^^/^^g^'"  ^oilisiona  with  the 
ated  bySJp^tbi^iS  whicMl  Tr^  danger  would  be  at  once  obwi- 

Besides  these*fIcLlS?^„^^  f^'" f^e  petition, 

yew  1842,  and  iS?  afouTJIiteS^":. '^^^^^^^  late  as  the 

•witches,  curvatare  and  delays  STmS/L^^  .if  to  distance. 

Board  endeavored  to  efert^n^Ji^H^nSl.^  .u'  ^ 
whereby  they  should  nrtSrn?SSll.J:^^        ^''""''^  ^'^^ 
Worcester  and  Norwich  Der«L  . ,  " 
Plishing  it  by  a  diffrrence  of  opinlj^  ^Z^V^^ 
price  that  one  should  pay  to  tS^Mi^t^ZJ^  corporations  upon  the 
Foposed  to  be  conceded:  pnyUeges  which  were 

The  desirableness  and  feasibility  of  the  sanni  «P«.n»-™    *  -e 
not  for  the  expense,  were,  as  the  Commi^JSST"!''^  '  ''''^ 
ceded  but  sustained  in  the  former  renoTof  thr„II^^?*^™*  '^f^'^ 
the  Engineer  nor  the  PresiZt  inSd  at  BoarJ  and  neither 

«ittee,  that  a  plan  originating  wkiThem^i  t^^^^^^^^^         iHlh  the  Com- 

fccte,  wa.  liable  to  the°objec^on8  wWcTnorlL^^^^  '^"^ 
m  the  Directors'  report.  ^  *  P«>«mmenUy 

thJiilSli'^H  ^"        '^'^  "P**"       '"i-'ds  of  the  Directot.«inee 

J^ffSeil^ t^y VveXrjLrer^^^  ^  the  pnSS^ 

WoroerteraiS^  iK-ZL  S  !  existed  between  the  Boston  and 
t-wVrjeTto  biiS^^  '^•^'^'?"  of  joint  fare,"  h«, 

^fiol^^^?-"^^^^^^  -  ^Toeing 

they  must  confess  that  thev  ^       fr'volous  or  weak.  But 

doubt  intimated  trii  SSir^wt^^^^  """'^''^ 
derived  by  hti^  mmu^^^  advantages  could  be 

^  -»  «Nij  cnpnanoiHi  meet  in  one  common  depots" 
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•ten  with  all  the  circumstances  attending  it  which  are  aUaded  to  in  thia 
report  in  connexion  with  such  doubt 

It  is  not  the  design  of  the  Committee  to  criticise  the  report  of  the  Di- 
rectors, any  farther  than  to  say  that  to  their  minds  its  reasons  and  its 
conclusions  are  unsatisfactory  and  of  little  weight,  in  comparison  with  the 
great  and  growing  inconveniences  to  which  the  public  are  and  will  be 
subjected  so  long  as  the  present  state  of  things  shall  continue  to  exist. 

Although  this  report  has  already  been  so  much  extended,  the  Commit- 
tee cannot  conclude  without  repeating  their  unqoalified  r^ret  thai  the 
Directors  of  a  great  pablic  work  like  tbis,  ehoald  bave  felt  tbeoieelves 
called  upon  to  refuse  what  was  prayed  for  in  that  potion.  It  ta  a  matp 
ter  that  concerns  a  large  ecNnmonity.  Not  only  the  inl^Utants  of  thia 
growing  town,  bot  this  whole  county  and  thonaanda  more  remote,  are 
direcUy  interested  in  their  decision  of  this  qoestion.  It  is  not  a  small 
thing,  in  the  ARregate,  that  those  who  nmy  throng  to  this  point  by  means 
of  the  other  B^l  lEUiads  terminating  here,  in  order  to  avail  themselves  of 
this  WeMem  BcMid,  shoald  needlessly  be  forced  to  submit  to  inconvenien- 
ees  and  annoyance,  and  at  the  same  time  be  subjected  to  the  hazard  of 
the  loss  of  ba^age,  of  detention  upon  the  roa^  and  of  various  other 
nameless  disomiforts  which  necessarily  attend  the  present  arrangement. 

It  does  not  seem  to  be  just  even  to  the  stockholders  of  the  other  Roads 
that  unite  here.  It  will  compel  the  public  to  seek  other  avenues  of  travel 
less  liable  to  these  objections.  And  the  Committee  greatly  mistake  the 
tone  of  public  feeling,  or  there  will  at  length  grow  up  a  state  of  irritation 
in  the  public  mind  which  will  be  heard  in  a  loud  and  decided  remon- 
strance upon  the  subject. 

The  Committee  are  not  unaware  how  powerless  this  community  is  to 
correct  even  the  least  of  these  evils  by  any  direct  action  on  their  part.^ 

The  Commonwealth  has  given  the  control  and  management  of  this  im- 
mense and  powerful  corporation  into  the  hands  of  a  body  of  nine  men, 
and  to  their  determination  as  to  what  accommodations  the  public  shall 
enjoy,  the  public  must  submit. 

To  embarrass  the  action  of  this  board  is  amcMig  the  last  things  in  whidl 
this  community  ought  or  would  be  willing  to  engage.  In  the  rise,  pro- 
gress and  signal  success  of  the  Western  Bail  Road,  this  commnnity  have 
always  felt  a  just  and  generous  interest.  They  have  shown  this  at  times 
when  their  influence  was  needed,  and  its  exercise  was  felt  and  acknowl- 
edged. The  time  was  when  it  was  regarded  problemaUeal  whether  the 
construction  of  this  road  would  notinjuribnsiy  affect  the  growth  and  pros- 
perity <tf  this  town.  But  her  representatives,  laying  aside  local  consider- 
ations, were  among  the  most  willing  to  pledge  the  faith  of  the  State  to 
carry  forward  the  work.  To  a  great  extent  the  same  spirit  has  been  uni- 
formly oTinccd  by  the  whole  county,  in  the  IcgisbUnre  and  wbarever  else 
they  hare  been  called  upon  to  act. 

While,  therefore,  the  Directors  of  that  Road  are  willing  to  incur  large 
outlays  of  expense  in  constructing  new  tracks,  new  branches  and  new 
Depots,  to  accommodate  other  portions  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  people 
of  thia  poctioa  of  it  will  be  slow  to  believe  that  they  alone  are  to  be  denied 
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injasonajile  accommodation  which  can  be  furnished  at  a  oomnafnb-«il» 
?h««i"P^^^^    ^f'^''  ^^"^^  '^'^      l>e  thrmoreTSSSiS 

^^"^^r^  to  expend  large  sums  of  mo^^^^ 
£2?!5  ?  accommodations  evZS^iM^ 

nsiif  t^nuttee,  in  conclusion,  are  constrained  by  the  course  whirh  ilu. 

Although,  with  a  single  exception,  these  roadi  bare  he«n  ^r».A  e 

to  the  favorable  regard  of  a  whole  community.  **** 

JiwoiJht;''^''''r ^''^^        i°Ae  management  of. 
Sll  kS«^     T'      ^"^  '""Stb  of  time,  be  a  spirit  °nuuS«Sd5S2 
Z  t''  '°«gnanimous  than  that  which  direSSTafiT^rf 
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PAPEBS  MPEBBBD  TO  Of  XBB  BODY  OF  XBB  BEPOBK 


^^^^''''I'oi^^Me^  of  McmaehmetU. 
m^hSr?^**'.  -^?J?«**^»««»fthe  County  Commissioners,  began 
T„l7'"Ti?'"'  «°""^3^  of  Worcester;  on  Ihe 

wI?Jr      ^     ^S^.^fS?      twenty-eighth  day  of  said  month,  and 

SrtvT^     i  ^  ^'"^"^"•^  «'g»»t  hundred  and 

fo  r  Esq.  Cluarman.* William  Craw- 

ammtlon^"'^  CW«k«er,  «hI  Benjamin  Davenport.  Esq.  Special 

Whereas  the  Western  RaU  Boad  Corponrtion,  by  their  agent,  hare 
represented,  that  by  their  act  of  incorponSTthey  ai  airthXd  to  lay 

of  SnrinT/.lfT   '^T^f  ''^^  Connecticul  river,  in  the  tow. 

of  !5pru  gfield,  &c.-Tliat  tliey  consider  it  important  to  the^  and  to  the 

nnrlr  i"?'  '''^  '''^  '"'^  ^•"'^o"  Worcester  BaU  Boad  Cor. 
pora  .on,  and  they  are  desiroos  of  laying  out  and  constnictMiffSe  rS 

iter  "tomtit  M  '  V  T^"^"'^"^'  ^''^  -^eSTpS  rf  1^ 
Smn^nv      ,  Depot  of  the  said  Boston  and  Wowester 

n  "'"""g/''^  ^^'n^'  ^itl'  ti.e  Road  of  said  Company,  at^ 

CwiSSdrf^r ""T^'  ''"'^  ^'"'""S"'      ix^-'itioners  were  fully 

bSn^nX  "°«/Pectedly  learn  that  a  doubt  upon  the  subject. 

th?nrJSd^h«^  suggested    Upon  a  question  of  so  much  importance  to 

in^nrt^w!  P  il!-"  i*"  '''"^J^      '^^'"■^^^  «f  prevent- 

i^g  any  possiblo  queetion  in  the  premises.    They  therefore  reauest  the 

BosZ  J5  w^*^..*?  ^ai^e  with  the  road  of  the 

Tv^l^^'r^^  Cprpomtion,  as  above  specified, 
upon  tiM  patition^orosaid,  Oie  County  Commissioners  directed  public 


ir 
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BOtioe  to  all  perMOt  and  corporations  interested  therein,  that  the  said 
Commissiopeni  would  meet  at  the  Coart  House,  in  said  Worcester^  on 
TtamiKjf  the  dxteenth  day  of  May,  instant ;  at  two  of  the  dock,  in  the 
aftamooD. 

The  Coontj  CSoBUDtsstcmera  having  met  at  the  time  and  place  appoin- 
ted, and  haiii^  viewed  the  said  route,  and  no  person  af^^earing  to  oppose 
the  granting  the  prayw  ef  the  petition,  k  was  conudered  and  adjudged 
that  the  public  interest  required  that  the  prayer,  of  tlM  petilion  shottld 

be  granted,  and  the  said  Western  Rail  Road  Corporation  is  hereby  an* 
thorized  to  unite  their  said  Rail  Boad  with  the  Bail  Boad  of  the  Boston 
and  W<n«eeter  Bail  Boad  Company,  io  tha  maimer  set  fiirth  in  the  aaid 

petition. 

Ebenezer  D.  Ammidown,  Esq.  one  of  the  County  Commissioners,  being 
absent,  his  place  was  supplied  by  Benjamin  Davenport,  Esq.  one  of  the 
Special  Commissioners,  who  was  present,  and  acted  in  the  view  and 

adjudication  aforesaid. 

A  copy  of  Record.  Attest, 

JOS.  G.  KEl^DALL,  Clerk. 

JVte.  In  explanation  of  the  Report^  so  far  as  it  alludes  to  the  foregoing  proceedings,  it 
ia  onlj  neeenaiy  to  state,  that  if  the  original  act  of  incorporation  of  the  Western  Bail  Road 
had  bean  oanied  ocU»  tha  tenninatkm  of  the  Boad  would  hm^e  been  at  or  near  the  present 
fNeMngerdapoiorilM  Wemstsraadllo^^  of  tfw 

elherroad^eseept  «M*  oftbe  WestenHitlebe.  ThetMniaationtiMfelbraorthe  Wor* 
oestor,  Norwich  and  WesKm  loads  vroold  la  that  caaa  hate  beon  sabateitially  at  the 
same  point 

The  limited  accommodations  on  that  line  for  their  Merchandize  Depot,  as  is  understood,  led 
to  the  change  prayed  for  in  their  application  to  the  County  Commissioners.  The  terminus 
of  their  road  is  now  about  150  rods  easterly  from  the  passenger  Depot  of  the  Worcester 
IUmuL  And  in  consequence  of  the  County  Commissioners  authorizing  this  to  be  done,  the 
Wootan  Xoftd  ww  ooelM  to  locate  tiioir  puoengor  whoro  it  now  is,  instoad  of 
VMa  tile  Boo  nontiinlatnd  in  their  not  of  inoonontiaa. 


To  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Western  Rail  Road. 

The  memorial  tit  the  nadersignedy  citizena  of  the  town  of  Worcester, 
expressiog  their  own  eenUments,  and  repreoentii^y  as  thej  believe,  those 
of  a  great  majority  of  the  people  of  the  town  and  eounty  of  Worcester, 
respMtfully  sees  ibrth, 

That  thej  have  learnt,  with  unspeakable  diaappcmitment  and  regret,  the 
frfmtd  of  the  Directors  of  the  Western  Bafl  Road  to  eo-<^rate  with  the 
Directors  of  the  Boston  and  WMeester,  and  other  Bail  Boad  Corpora- 
tiona,  in  the  establishment  of  a  common  Passenger  Depot,  near  the  busi* 
nees  centre  of  this  town.  In  the  judgment  of  the  onderoigned,  the  public 
oonTeuenee  and  interest  emmeatlj  require  anoh  an  arrangement.  The 
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iSBUno  of  the  largest  county  of  the  commonwealth,  extmidUng  across  fts  en« 
tire  braidth,  geographically  boonded  by  three  states  i — ^the  centre  of  a 
population  of  mora  than  one  kmubftd  thau$amd  inhabitanta^  nemdy  as 
laigeasthatofsomeof  the  old  States  of  the  Union:— The  conoentnted 
point  of  eommnnication,  by  numerons  highways,  with  almost  evefy  part 
of  the  country : — A  place  of  large  capital,  great  enterprise,  and  <^  impor- 
tant moral  and  political  inflnmces  and  associations,  would  seem  to  be 
entitled,  at  least,  to  ordinary  regard.  While  Depots  are  established,  and 
eren  Branch  Bail  Roads  are  constructed,  on  claims  of  small  comparative 
moment,  on  other  routei^  we  find  ourselves,  with  all  our  multiplied  and 
varied  concerns,  subjected  to  constant  and  most  annoying  inconveniences. 
The  whole  travel  io  and  from  this  town,  by  the  Western  Rail  Road, 
under  present  arrangement?,  has  to  submit  to  delay  and  expense  in  passing 
to  BXid  from  the  cars.  The  train  stopping  on  its  way  eastf  at  the  lower 
station,  gives  almost  necessary  occasion,  especially  to  females,  for  the 
use  of  carriages  to  get  up  to  town^  either  to  be  at  their  own  homes,  or  for 
the  purpose  of  meeting  conveyances  for  other  places; — And  in  going 
toest,  there  is  the  same  objection,  with  the  added  chances  of  uncertain 
and  vexatious  detention  at  the  station  house,  to  await  the  arrival  of  the 
train. 

The  extent  of  these  inconveniences  to  those  who  have  occasions  of 
business  in  this  town  alone,  to  say  nothing  of  the  great  numbers  who  come 
from  the  Ifivrtk  to  take  the  cars  Wutward^  or  fr<mi  the  IFesf  to  go  Norths 
it  is  feared,  has  been  omtAmM;  tw  we  will  not  believe,  if  understood,  it 
cenld  hftve  been  so  long  and  so  utterly  disregarded.  Let  it  be  recollec- 
ted, that  the  conrts,  in  this  only  shire  of  the  county,  are,  at  lea^  for  three 
fourths  of  tiie  year,  in  session,  and  hmdreds  of  Jurors;  and  thauBmdt  of 
Witnesses,  each  year,  are  imperatively  called  herSf  in  the  course  of  the 
administration  of  justice ; — that  here  are  all  the  public  oflices,  and  the 
keeping  of  aU  the  public  Records,— the  Be^ry  of  Deeds,  to  wliidi 
almost  every  freeholder  in  the  counly  has  more  or  less  occasion  to  resort, 
— the  Probate  Office,  always  open,  with  its  courts  of  monthly  appoint- 
ment, where  the  widow  and  the  orphan  are  often  summoned  to  take  note 
of  proceedings,  which  concern  their  personal  rlf^hts  and  dearest  interests, 
—that  here  also,  are /our  Banks,  with  more  than  an  half  million  of  capi- 
tal ;  three  established  Insurance  Offices^  with  numerous  agencies  of  foreign 
similar  corporations, — and  that  to  all  these  inptitiuions  and  places  of  busi- 
ness, of  hourly  recourse  by  multitudes  of  our  fellow  citizens,  the  distance, 
from  half  a  mile  to  a  mile,  is  interposed,  by  that  will  of  the  Directors, 
which  dooms  all,  who  come  from  the  South  parts  of  the  county,  to  leave 
the  cars  at  the  Washington  Square  Depot.  There  is  no  relief  from  this 
grievance,  now  felt  to  be  intolerable,  but  in  a  nearer  communication,  by 
the  Rail  Road,  with  the  centre  of  the  town.  The  Court  House  and  the 
public  offices  cannothe  removed.  They  are  permanent  structures  of  im- 
mense cost  and  recent  construction,  and  in  reference  to  the  North  and 
West  parts  d  the  county,  and  the  convenience  of  the  citizens  generally, 
are  in  their  proper  location.  If  the  interest  of  the  Western  Rail  Road 
will  not  pera^  the  nnrangement  of  a  tmnsfiMr  i^its  Passenger  Depot,  for 
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the  accmnoBodation  of  so  large  concerns,  and  so  great  a  population,  it  ma/ 
be  hoped,  it  would  not  be  too  severely  taxed  hy  restoring  the  former 
putial  altoWalMm  of  sending  a  car,  from  each  train,  to  the  junction  with 
the  tnins  of  the  other  Bail  Beads,  at  the  upper  station.  We  might  ap- 
peal, in  aid  of  our  wishes,  to  a  remembrance  of  the  exertions  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  oountj,  in  the  estaUishmeat  of  the  Boad.  It  will  be  found, 
on  recurrence  to  the  Beoords  of  the  L^lature,  that  our  Senators  and 
Kepresentatires  were  among  the  earliest,  the  most  steadfittt,  and  molt 
efficient  advocates  of  the  enterprize,  and  that,  in  no  small  measure^  was 
it  owing  to  the  indefatigable  efforts  of  some  of  the  most  aUe  and  dittht- 
guished  of  our  citizens,  in  and  out  of  the  halls  of  legislation,  that  the  credit 
of  the  government  was  teat  to  the  work,  without  which»  taMg  dam,  it  had 
not  been  accomplished. 

Believing,  as  we  verily  do,  that  the  permanent  and  substantial  interest 
of  the  Road,  as  well  as  accommodation  of  the  public,  will  be  greatly  ad- 
vanced by  tmiting  the  passenger  stations  of  the  several  Rail  Roads,  which 
connect  in  this  town,  at  one  common  centre,  we  earnestly  ask  a  recarmd* 
nation  of  any  determination  relative  thereto,  or  such  arrangement, 
instead  thereof,  by  your  Board,  as  shall  remove  the  inconveniences  of 
which  this  large  portion  of  the  community  now  so  justly  complain.  We 
make  no  appeal  to  popular  opinion  in  this  matter,  although,  we  believe, 
Aat  load  expressions  of  discontent  cannot  long  be  suppressed.  Nor  yet, 
have  we  sought  any  interposition  from  the  Legislature,  if  any  might  be 
hadyin  our  favw.  As  citizens  of  the  commonwealth — proprietors,  in 
part,  of  the  stock  of  the  road,  in  common  with  those  in  other  districts  of 
the  stale,  and  interested  in  whatever  affects  the  general  welfare,  we  feel 
that  we  may  confidingly  address  ourselves  to  those,  to  whose  foresight, 
prudence  and  judgment  are  intrusled  the  ^rectkm  of  this  great  public 
concern,  submitting  to  their  consideration,  in  pbun  terms,  but  with  the 
most  entire  respect,  the  views  which  we  entertain  upon  the  subject. 
JFtfTMsfar,  JfM  10, 1847. 


^      ^  ITereerfwv  Jfondl  80, 1847. 

A.  GiLMoRE,  Esq.,  President,  &c. 

Deak  Sir,— Yours  of  the  18th  instant,  having  been  coramonicated 
to  the  citizens  of  this  town,  interested  in  the  subject  matter  of  the  memo- 
rhd,  the  receipt  of  which  was  acknowledged  by  you,  they  were  led  to  • 
hope  that  the  proposed  interview,  with  the  Directors  of  the  Western 
Rail  Road,  might  have  been  had  at  an  early  date. 

In  order  to  prevent  any  delay  on  their  part,  the  citizens  held  a  public 
meeting,  at  which  a  committee  was  chosen,  to  meet  the  Directors  of  the 
Western  Rail  Road,  and  present  the  views  and  wishes  of  this  community, 
upon  the  subject  of  the  location  of  the  Passenger  Depot  of  that  Road,  in 
in  this  Town.  ' 

Mesns.  Leti  lincobi^  Emory  Washburn,  Charles  AHm,  Plinj  Mer^ 
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rick,  John  Davis,  Isaac  Davis  flmu-uxT  i>- 

Bowen  and  John  W.  Lincoln;  (^Sifi'^'"."  Salisbury,  Geo^ 

I  am  now  desired  in  behalf  of  ui^SSL**!' 
tion  that  has  been  had  here  own  iL^S"*'^  'nformyou  of  the  ac 
will  be  happy  to  wXpJ^the  feSj  ^r^f^  ^o- 
BMd,  lo  order  to  present  the  view  of  tkk  ^S-T^  Z.       ^es'ern  Rail 

SaSSlr^'''  "  *  P-«d^r  tf;^;^^^^/t  the  Direc- 
^pemit.  Very  Bespectfully  "*™' convemence 

Your  Obt.  Servant, 

LEVI  LINCOLN,  Oiairman, 


^D^Jsh  Chairman.  26,  1847. 

that  .  oJi£*i'trc,lfn?of ^"'.^  ^  notifying  me 
»^et  theDi,«^  of  the  W^^^^^^^^^  ^  beeBiWrinW«  to 

burin's  f^T^Si:;^rr«  ?  rr^^  «^ 

urer's  Office.  StiUe  Stre^  Xk  iZ  ±  ^"t  ^  the  IW 
ti»«Ui«r»e»aH«of  tlTQimSL^^^^        ^  l-PPJ  to  meet  joaand 

V«iy  Reyeotfally-.Your  Obt.  Servant, 

ADDISON  GILMOfiE,Pxe«deiw.B.B. 


Oakh«»,  n^j  5. 
Southbridge^      •  ofi?' 

^  s 
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Boston,  April  13, 1847. 

John  W.  LnrcoLN^  Esq. 

Dear  Sir : — Your  favor  of  yesterday  is  at  hand,  to  which  I  reply — 
First,  That  the  number  of  passengers  transported,  during  the  year 
1846y  between  Albany  and  the  several  way  stations,  to  Worcester,  were — 

IstCIasi^  11,530,  MMNutiiigto  $17,445,83. 
2d  Um,        7,764»  8,034^ 

19,294  $25,480,71. 
Second,  The  number  of  passengers  transported,  in  the  same  time,  frooi 
Woreesler  toAlhmjf  mod  all  statioDS  apoo  the  Weetera  Boad»  w<Hre-^ 

Isl  Class,  13,780.  amoant  reoeWed,  $20,263.54. 
2d  Class,         7,080,  «  6,647,9*. 

20,860,  $26,911,47. 

I  shall  call  a  meeting  of  the  Direelors  at  an  early  date,  for  the  purpose 
of  considering  the  memorial  of  several  of  the  Worcester  gentlemen,  upon 
the  subject  of  the  location  of  a  Passenger  Depot.  I  shall  notify  Hon. 
Levi  I^ncoln  <^  the  time  and  place,  when  the  I^redors  will  be  happy  to 
meet  joa  and  the  rest  of  year  CSommittee. 

Very  Respectfully — Your  Obt.  Servant, 

ADDISON  GILMORE,  President  W.  R.  R. 


We$l$m  Rmikoad  Ofiei^  Dirutanf  Minting,  May  14,  1847. 

To  THE  DntBCTORS. 

Gentlemen :— The  messoiial  <tf  fioo.  Levi  Lincoln,  and  others,  was 
presented  to  the  Direelim  on  the  30th  oiL,  and  r^brred  to  a  Ocnnmittee, 
with  instructions  to  consider  and  report  tliereofi»and  tb^wooM  now 

respectfully  present  the  following  Report. 

That  the  Committee  entered  upon  their  duty  with  the  hope  and  expeo* 
tation  that  they  would  arrive  at  conclusions  snch  as  would  enable  them 
to  report  favorably  to  the  granting  of  the  request  of  the  petitioners. 
They  were  aware  that  advantages  would  result  from  the  change,  inasmuch 
as  it  would  better  accommodate  the  citizens  of  Worcester,  and  those 
who  have  occasion  to  go  to  and  from  that  place,  and  they  were  desirous  of 
recommending  such  measures  as  would,  if  adopted,  meet  the  wishes  of 
so  large  a  portion  of  the  community,  provided  it  could  be  done  consistent- 
ly with  a  just  regard  for  the  public  good  and  their  duty  to  the  stock- 
holders ;  but,  on  investigation,  the  Committee  find  objections  to  granting 
the  request,  which,  to  their  minds,  entirely  outweigh  any  advantages  in 
its  favor — some  of  the  most  prominent  of  which  are  the  following  : 
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f  lOO^OM? *      ^  •^^^  ^^^^  '^^t  fi^  «>wh  short  or 

ji  It  would  tongthea  the  wlKde  Ibeef  Bead  about  thwe^ghths  of  a 
3d.  It  would  shorten  the  Western  Bimd  flhont  A>»^:»K«k  i 

4  h.  It  would  substitute  a  curve  fine  of  abook  600  t^*mAU„  c 
^rtion  o  the  way,  instead  of  the  pre^t  t^^^  SiS^^ht : 
this  objection,  m  the  minds  of  the  Committee,  is  one  of  pJSSwJSf 
perhaps  paramount  to  any  other.    It  is  bdieved  l^^r^CS^ 

A^X^ZrrTT^'  """'^  ''^  """^^  other  ioJSS  orZw 

«m,lar  to  that  which  the  present  line  of  the  Western  Ei^pSlZJ 

^m^that  U  wou  d  be  done  at  a  charge  of  from  $50,000  to  flOoSSo 

S^^y^rnlrf  '""l^^  °P'°'"°'  ^'^"^  f«<^»  that  the  WonLwffi 
JSiAtaS;.!.?'         most  experienced,  now  have  in  contempS 

Zk  lirzl^  "i?'"*'     *"  ^^Penae  of  about  $25,000. 

^F°^  T"*'  °"  «f      ""mber  of  switches  and 

section  coupled  with  the  .mSi^^l^Tli::,  "^'^^^t:^ 
delay  the  trams,  upoa  u  aTerwe.  neerlj  fifteen  minutes.  This  would 
be  a  serious  objection  to  the  q7nk  trains,  partiealarJyTJch  rmav  hi 
running  between  Boston  and  New  York  t  hmSm^t  Jn^S,  f  ^  ® 
inconvenience  to  that  portion  o??re  SJl  wMA^. i^S^  At  ^ 
ton  and  Worcester  Roid,  wd  that  ha^wftSSTK^nrilVi  w''" 
cester,  which  are  laifle.eoiiiiMMil  mkU  "W^M  Wor- 

from  the  west.  ^^^^*^«^**'*^^^«r«e8ter. 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee  deem  it  proper  to  notiee  oneof 

prominent  reasons  which  has  been  ureed  in  favSrof  A^Jt 
m:  "That  by  establishing  the  BostT  and  WoTc^teTSS^^iTa 
TnThJir  the  Norwich  «d  Wor^teTSS?.;^ 

Z-^  1;?^''""""/"""'  '^""''^  ''^"er  accommodate  those  wto  it^ 
ae«rous  of  changing  from  one  line  of  road  to  the  other."  llTlJS 
bejTcry  natural  conclusion,  but  whether  it  would  prov^  «,  or^ouT. 
qoMtioii  which  may  very  fairly  be  doubted.   There  can  be  m  d^At'tfl? 

ittU':^^wVeth"  1'^'' ^  co3iet^b^ 
!«?^^^         ""^ther  any  advantages  could  be  derived  bv  havW 

SiKn2S'?:S?T  *°  ^^P«^  the  confus  on  aJd  e"^ 
^tTrf  SSL""^'.;'"''  an. arrangement,  over  The  ^d" 

jwjgwofa  separMe  Depot  on  the  present  site  of  the  Weetem  Bui 

Memw»  pttifyiag  it  might  be  fiir  the  Committee  to  recommend  that 


« 
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Ike  request  of  the  memorialists  shoold  be  granted,  they  feel  it  to  be  their 
duty  to  report  agaiost  its  adoption. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

(Signed.)  ADDISON  GILMORE,  N 

JONATHAN  CHAPMAN,  /  n 
JAMES  RUSSELL,  [  ^mmittee. 

STEPHEN  FAIRBANKS,  J 

Dinelonf  Mteting,  May  14, 1847. 

The  Report  was  read  and  unanimously  adi^ited,  and  a  copy  thereof 
eriered  to  be  traandtted  to  the  Petitioners. 

ELLIS  GRAY  LORING,  Clerk.. 


